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Grade 4 Courses 
 
Note:  This grade level will have a LIVE “Class Meeting” a minimum of three times per week for a 

short lesson. 
 

Fall Semester 
 
Language Arts 4A - The 4th grade Language Arts curriculum integrates reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and the study of vocabulary and grammar in a way that engages today’s learners and 
supports them in building a broad and diverse set of literacy skills. Students study classic literature as 
well as more contemporary forms, including media and multimedia products. Writing assignments in 
semester A focus on narrative and persuasive modes and emphasize the use of reasoning and details 
to support opinions. Each writing assignment spans several lessons and guides students through a 
writing process that begins with prewriting and ends by emphasizing one or more aspects of 
conventions of standard written English. Semester B: Students also learn how to participate in 
collaborative discussion and peer review sessions. In each lesson, engaging and relevant models and 
step-by-step instruction guide students toward mastery and appreciation of 21st century 
communication in all its forms and functions. 
 
Social Studies 4A - In grade 4 Social Studies learners will use their understanding of social studies 
skills to explore their local states and communities. They will begin the course by learning the 
topography of their area. Students will do this by creating a detailed landscape model. This project 
will be hands-on and require students to do research of their communities. Learners will also 
research local animals and gain an understanding of local Native American ground in their part of 
the country. This course walks students through the research and report writing steps that will be 
vital to their continuation of social studies. They will continue to focus on their individual states as 
they do projects based on local geography, state capitols, as well as nearby natural wonders and 
landforms. The semester concludes with an introduction to Colonial history. The course uses video, 
enrichment activities, and project-based learning to enhance the student’s social studies skills. 
 
Science 4A - Grade 4 Science includes the three main domains of science which are physical, life, 
and earth and space science. Learners will use various kinds of experimenting, including field studies, 
systematic observations, models, and controlled experiences. The course begins with the explanation 
of the scientific method which the students continue to use and build upon throughout the course. 
The big picture of the earth is examined as students review the life on planet earth, salt and fresh 
water, and fast and slow changes that occur on the planet. Students go beyond planet earth, though, 
as they study galaxies, the solar system and other planets. Students examine the ways that forces, and 
motion can be measured and the concept that a single kind of matter can exist as a solid, liquid or 
gas. Grade 4 science uses many modes of instruction including video presentations, enrichment 
activities, and hands-on experimentation. 
 
Math 4A - Grade 4 math uses a varied amount of instructional material to reinforce and teach new 
math skills to the 4th grade learners. Instruction includes creative videos, mathematical storytelling, 
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practical math applications and repetition to reinforce skills throughout the course. Three areas are 
focused on and students will finish the course with a strong knowledge in these content areas. The 
first is developing an understanding and fluency with multi-digit multiplication and developing the 
understanding of dividing to find quotients involving multi-digit dividends. The second is 
developing an understanding of fraction equivalence, addition and subtraction of fractions with like 
denominators, and multiplication of fractions with whole numbers. The third will be addressed in 
semester B. 
 
Health 4-5 A - Elementary Health 4 helps young learners establish a basic understanding of the 
aspects of health. Students focus on the various aspects of their health and how they can make 
healthy choices. Topics of study include personal safety, reducing illness, avoiding bullying, 
nutrition, healthy friendships, emergency situations, and the human body. 
 
Art Level 2 - The importance of fine arts is a benefit, not just to the older student and population, 
but is a necessary area of development for the young student who will benefit with it in all areas of 
education. Art provides an opportunity for children to develop the use of their senses directly and 
encourages the student to further develop what they already know as a source of knowledge and 
creativity. It is important for the student to make a connection between the verbal and visual; logic 
and emotions; imagination and reality. Art offers the student an opportunity to express feelings and 
emotions in their drawings and with color. The fine art program promotes self-esteem and self-
awareness as it enhances personal fulfillment. Children have a wonderful imagination that, if 
encouraged, will be needed though out their life. This program provides an opportunity for self-
discipline through instruction and cooperation while providing the student with an opportunity for 
self-expression by using imaginative thinking for creative solutions. Again, this is a necessity in 
lifetime experiences. The student will see the artistic expressions and inventions from cultures 
around the world that are part of the history of mankind and development. Modern media provides 
many opportunities to the student. However, the student has the benefit to experience it more 
closely in art classes. Repetition, important for young children, is evident in these lessons. Repetition 
is provided at different age levels while using various tools and mediums. Home, family and friends, 
pets, and toys are the young student’s world. The student will begin with their personal world as they 
think they know it and discover so much more about it. These lessons provide a deeper awareness 
of the world immediately around them, and eventually their journey will grow from there. Each 
student is an individual with unique ideas and talents. Our goal is to provide each student an 
opportunity for personal growth for themselves and the world in which we live. 
 
 

Spring Semester 
Language Arts 4B - Like semester A, semester B provides an integrated curriculum. Whereas the 
first semester focuses on skills needed to read fiction and other literary prose, semester B teaches 
specific skills for reading poetry, drama, informational text. In the second semester of the course, 
students learn how informational text differs from literary text and how different forms of 
information text differ from each other. Writing assignments emphasize expository writing and 
guide students through research projects. Near the end of the semester, students learn how to 
present information orally and using multimedia. 
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Social Studies 4B - Semester B of grade 4 Social Studies picks up where semester A left off by 
looking further into frontier life of the early American settlers. Students examine the difficulties that 
early settlers faced when reaching America. They apply knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, 
turning points, individuals, and themes of local and Unites States history in order to understand how 
history has shaped the present and will shape the future. They will continue the focus of local 
history by doing research projects on settlers from their states and on how their state became a part 
of the Union. The transition from the Pony Express to the Transcontinental Railroad is a major 
theme that shows how quickly the United States developed. Students end by creating a time capsule 
that demonstrates what was important to early settlers from their states. 
 
Science 4B - Semester B of Grade 4 Science focuses on the relationship between heat, light, sound, 
and electrical energy and the way they can be transferred between each other. Learners distinguish 
between natural objects and objects made by humans as they examine technology and the role it 
plays in science. Students also look at life cycles of animals, plants, and humans and how they 
interact with each other. The course ends by looking at the ways that humans interact with the 
environment. Students will use research skills, watch videos, and get their hands dirty as they 
complete projects that require them to dig through dirt and trash in order to learn broader lessons 
that have to do with helping the environment. 
 
Math 4B - Semester B of grade 4 math has learners continuing to work with fractions. They will 
learn to multiply fractions and convert them to decimals. Students will also begin to learn to 
equivalent measurements of length, weight, mass, and capacity. They will also learn helpful skills in 
understanding time, distance, and money. Students will develop an understanding that geometric 
figures can be analyzed and classified based on their properties, such as having parallel sides, 
perpendicular sides, angle measures, and symmetry. Lessons on rectangles, line plots, angles, figure 
drawing, polygons, and symmetry will be taught. Semester B continues to use varied forms of 
instruction that allow students to learn these skills in a practical manner. 
 
Physical Education 4-5 A - Elementary PE 4 helps young learners establish a basic understanding 
of health and fitness. Students focus on health-related fitness and learn how to become more fit and 
healthy. Topics of study include warm-up and cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, 
muscle strength and flexibility. In addition, students lean age-appropriate motor, non-locomotor, 
and manipulative skills. Students are required to participate in regular physical activity. 
 
Keyboarding - The keyboarding course is appropriate for elementary and middle school students. 
The curriculum introduces new keys by rows where © Copyright Edgenuity, Inc. PAGE 13 Art, 
Music, and Technology Courses students first learn the middle row, then the top row and the 
bottom row of the keyboard. Students are introduced to the keys through lessons and then given the 
opportunity to practice in typing games. The content is designed with a strong focus on sight and 
high frequency words. This course assumes no keyboarding experience and will guide them through 
the keyboard. 
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Grade 5 Courses 
 
Note:  This grade level will have a LIVE “Class Meeting” a minimum of three times per week for a 

short lesson. 
 

Fall Semester 
Language Arts 5A - The 5th grade Language Arts curriculum integrates reading, writing, speaking, 
listening, and the study of vocabulary and grammar in a way that engages today’s learners and 
supports them in building a broad and diverse set of literacy skills. Students study classic literature as 
well as more contemporary forms, including media and multimedia products. Writing assignments in 
semester A focus on narrative and persuasive modes and emphasize the use of reasoning and details 
to support opinions. Each writing assignment spans several lessons and guides students through a 
writing process that begins with prewriting and ends by emphasizing one or more aspects of 
conventions of standard written English. Students also learn how to participate in collaborative 
discussion and peer review sessions. In each lesson, engaging and relevant models and step-by-step 
instruction guide students toward mastery and appreciation of 21st century communication in all its 
forms and functions. 
 
Social Studies 5A - In grade 4 Social Studies learners will use their understanding of social studies 
skills to explore their local states and communities. They will begin the course by learning the 
topography of their area. Students will do this by creating a detailed landscape model. This project 
will be hands-on and require students to do research of their communities. Learners will also 
research local animals and gain an understanding of local Native American ground in their part of 
the country. This course walks students through the research and report writing steps that will be 
vital to their continuation of social studies. They will continue to focus on their individual states as 
they do projects based on local geography, state capitols, as well as nearby natural wonders and 
landforms. The semester concludes with an introduction to Colonial history. The course uses video, 
enrichment activities, and project-based learning to enhance the student’s social studies skills. 
 
Science 5A - Grade 5 Science continues to build on the science skills that have been obtained in 
years previous. There will be an emphasis on earth and space science, life science, and physical 
science. Students will begin the course by focusing on earth and space science by looking at the solar 
system and planets. Students will come to an understanding of the concept of the earth as a sphere 
and the earth’s place in the solar system. The course continues with a focus on physical science and 
the different tools that can measure force, time, and distance. They will also grow in their 
understanding of how light and sound travel and interact with each other as well as the different 
types of energy. The semester concludes with a look into life science and the ways that organisms 
are interconnected. Instruction will include real life application, hands-on projects and assessments, 
and video and short research projects. 
 
Math 5A - Grade 5 math uses a varied amount of instructional material to reinforce and teach new 
math skills to the 4th grade learners. Instruction includes creative videos, mathematical storytelling, 
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practical math applications and repetition to reinforce skills throughout the course. Three areas are 
focused on and students will finish the course with a strong knowledge in these content areas. The 
first is developing an understanding and fluency with multi-digit multiplication and developing the 
understanding of dividing to find quotients involving multi-digit dividends. The second is 
developing an understanding of fraction equivalence, addition and subtraction of fractions with like 
denominators, and multiplication of fractions with whole numbers. The third will be addressed in 
semester B. 
 
Health 4-5 B – Elementary Health 5 helps young learners establish a basic understanding of the 
aspects of health. Students focus on the various aspects of their health and how they can make 
healthy choices. Topics of study include personal safety, reducing illness, avoiding bullying, 
nutrition, healthy friendships, emergency situations, and the human body. In addition, this course 
covers the reproductive system, puberty and STDs. 
 
Art Level 3 - The Art program provides an opportunity for children to develop the use of their 
senses directly and encourages the student to further develop their personal source of knowledge 
and creativity. Art offers the student the opportunity to experience a connection between the verbal 
and visual; logic and emotions; imagination and reality. The student is guided and encouraged to 
express feelings and emotions in their drawings and with color while promoting self-esteem and self-
awareness in personal fulfillment. The imagination in children is encouraged in art. However, it will 
assist them in their other studies as well. This program provides an opportunity for self-discipline 
through instruction and cooperation while providing the student with an opportunity for self-
expression by using imaginative thinking for creative solutions. The student is introduced to some of 
the artistic expressions and techniques from cultures around the world. Modern technology provides 
opportunities for the student to observe this history. The art student will use some of these elements 
themselves in their own artwork. Repetition, important for children, is provided at different age 
levels while using various tools and mediums. Home, family, traditions, friends, pets, and toys are 
the young student’s world. The student will explore what they know of their world. These lessons 
provide a deeper Edgenuity Elementary K-5 Course Catalog PAGE 12 Art, Music, and Technology 
Courses awareness of the world immediately around them where their journey is just beginning. As 
an individual each student is gifted with unique talents and ideas. Our goal is to provide each student 
an opportunity for personal growth for themselves and the world in which they live. 
 
 
 

Spring Semester 
Language Arts 5B - Like semester A, semester B provides an integrated curriculum. Whereas the 
first semester focuses on skills needed for literary text, semester B focuses on skills for reading and 
analyzing informational text. In the second semester of the course, students learn how various forms 
of information text differ. Writing assignments emphasize expository writing and guide students 
through research projects. Near the end of the semester, students learn how to present information 
orally and using multimedia. 
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Social Studies 5B - Semester B of grade 4 Social Studies picks up where semester A left off by 
looking further into frontier life of the early American settlers. Students examine the difficulties that 
early settlers faced when reaching America. They apply knowledge of historical thinking, chronology, 
turning points, individuals, and themes of local and Unites States history in order to understand how 
history has shaped the present and will shape the future. They will continue the focus of local 
history by doing research projects on settlers from their states and on how their state became a part 
of the Union. The transition from the Pony Express to the Transcontinental Railroad is a major 
theme that shows how quickly the United States developed. Students end by creating a time capsule 
that demonstrates what was important to early settlers from their states. 
 
Science 5B - Semester B puts great emphasis on life science and begins by focusing on the many 
ecosystems of the earth and the way that all parts of ecosystems depend on each other. Students will 
learn the different types of ecosystems that exist. They will learn that ecosystems change and how 
the changes affect their ability to support their populations. Learners will examine plants; that they 
have different structures and how those structures allow them to respond to different needs. 
Students will also grow in their understanding of the importance of good nutrition to all living 
organisms. The course concludes with a look into the scientific process and the importance of 
investigations and conclusions in the study of science. Instruction will include real life application, 
hands-on projects and assessments, and video and short research projects. 
 
Math 5B - Semester B begins with students continuing to work with fractions. The first lesson 
focuses on ratios and challenges students to solve word problems using fractions and ratios in 
practical life situations. Learners continue to strengthen their math skills by studying mixed and 
fraction products, and fraction application, models, and division. The third critical area that students 
will focus on in Grade 5 Math is volume. Students will receive lessons in measurement of length, 
weight, and volume. They will end the course with a focus on geometry. Varied types of instruction 
are used to enhance their learning, including video and real-life applications, activities, and creative 
projects. 
 
Physical Education 4-5 B - Elementary PE 5 helps young learners establish a basic understanding 
of health and fitness. Students focus on health-related fitness and learn how to become more fit and 
healthy. Topics of study include warm-up and cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, 
muscle strength and flexibility. In addition, students learn age-appropriate motor, non-locomotor, 
and manipulative skills. Students are required to participate in regular physical activity. 
 
Scratch Coding - Scratch is a program, developed by MIT, that teaches student the basics on how 
computers think. This program will introduce students to real coding programs and allow them to 
drag and drop coding blocks creating a fully functional program. The simple user interface and 
tutorials allow students to quickly create and run their code to see its results! This course assumes no 
prior computer coding knowledge and includes self-graded multiple-choice tests and quizzes. 
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Middle School Level Courses 
Grades 6-8 

 
Required Courses Grades 6-8 

 
English/Language Arts 
 
English Language Arts 6 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This course eases students’ transition to middle school with engaging, age-
appropriate literary and informational reading selections. Students learn to read critically, analyze 
texts, and cite evidence to support ideas as they read essential parts of literary and informational 
texts and explore a full unit on Lewis Carroll’s classic novel Through the Looking Glass. 
Vocabulary, grammar, and listening skills are sharpened through lessons that give students explicit 
modeling and ample practice. Students also engage in routine, responsive writing based on texts they 
have read, In extensive, process-based writing lessons, students write topical essays in narrative, 
informative, analytical, and argumentative formats. In this full-year course, students develop a 
mastery of reading, writing, and language arts skills. 
 
English Language Arts 7 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Students grow as readers, writers, and thinkers in this middle-school course. 
With engaging literary and informational texts, students learn to think critically, analyze an author’s 
language, and cite evidence to support ideas. Students complete an in-depth study of Jack London’s 
classic novel White Fang, and read excerpts from other stories, poetry, and nonfiction. Explicit 
modeling and ample opportunities for practice help students sharpen their vocabulary, grammar, and 
listening skills. Students also respond routinely to texts they have read. In extensive, process-based 
writing lessons, students write topical essays in narrative, informative, analytical, and argumentative 
formats. In this full-year course, students develop a mastery of reading, writing, and language arts 
skills. 
 
English Language Arts 8 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  In this course, students build on their knowledge and blossom as thoughtful 
readers and clear, effective writers. A balance of literary and informational text engages students 
throughout the course in reading critically, analyzing texts, and citing evidence to support claims. 
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Students sharpen their vocabulary, grammar, and listening skills through lessons designed to provide 
explicit modeling and ample opportunities to practice. Students also routinely write responses to 
texts they have read, and use more extensive, process-based lessons to produce full-length essays in 
narrative, informative, analytical, and argumentative formats. In this full-year course, students 
develop a mastery of reading, writing, and language arts skills. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
MN History 6 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Descriptions:  This class is a survey course in United States history beginning with events 
leading to the American Civil War through the Modern Era. In addition to learning key factors, 
figures, and events that shaped the outcome of these eras, an emphasis is placed on sourcing, close 
reading, and analysis of primary sources. 
 
U.S. Studies 7 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  The Survey of US History course presents a cohesive and comprehensive 
overview of the history of the United States. This year-long course surveys the major events and 
turning points of US history as it moves from the era of exploration through modern times. As 
students examine each era of history, they will analyze primary sources and carefully research events 
to gain a clearer understanding of the factors that have shaped US history. In early units, students 
will explore the geography of the nation and world, as well as assess the foundations of US 
democracy while examining crucial documents. In later units, students will examine the effects of 
territorial expansion, the Civil War, and the rise of industrialization as they assess the outcomes of 
economic trends and the connections between culture and government. As the course draws to a 
close, students will focus their studies on the causes of cultural and political change in the modern 
age. Throughout the course, students will learn the importance of cultural diversity while examining 
history from different perspectives. Rigorous reading and writing activities carefully address 
Common Core literacy standards and guide students toward the development of critical thinking and 
communication skills. 
 
Global Studies 8 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Designed to introduce students to the study of geography, this course helps 
students master important concepts in physical and human geography. Comprehensive and 
organized by region, this two-semester middle school course helps students understand the Earth’s 
physical and human diversity. Students analyze population and settlement patterns and evaluate the 
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ways that human activities modify the physical environment. While studying humans around the 
world, students compare development, standards of living, systems of government, and economic 
factors across the globe. In addition, students gain a rich understanding of global cultures and the 
historical factors that have shaped the world around them. All units in the course are parallel and 
include studies in physical and human geography, ancient cultures, regional studies, and modern 
issues. 
 
 
Science 
 
Earth Science (Grades 6 & 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year course introduces students to the study of Earth and its place in 
the universe. The course leads students toward a clearer understanding of geology, oceanography, 
meteorology, and astronomy. As students refine and expand their understanding of Earth science, 
they will apply their knowledge in investigations that require them to ask questions and explore the 
world around them. Throughout the course, students will also solve problems, reason abstractly, and 
learn to think critically. 
 
Life Science (Grade 7) 
Prerequisite Courses: None 
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year middle school course focuses on introducing students to the 
diversity of life found on our planet. The course includes an overview of scientific principles and 
procedures, and leads students toward a clearer understanding of cells and heredity, the five 
kingdoms, human body systems, and ecology. As students refine and expand their understanding of 
life science, they will apply their knowledge in investigations that require them to ask questions and 
explore the world around them. Throughout the course, students will also solve problems, reason 
abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Math 6 
Prerequisite Courses: Mathematics 5  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This course begins by connecting ratio and rate to multiplication and division, 
allowing students to use ratio reasoning to solve a wide variety of problems. They further apply their 
understanding of multiplication and division to explain the standard procedure for dividing 
fractions. This course builds upon previous notions of the number system to now include the entire 
set of rational numbers. Students begin to understand the use of variables as they write, evaluate, 
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and simplify expressions. They use the idea of equality and properties of operations to solve one-
step equations and inequalities. In statistics, students explore different graphical ways to display data. 
They use data displays, measures of center, and measures of variability to summarize data sets. The 
course concludes with students reasoning about relationships among shapes to determine area, 
surface area, and volume. 
 
Math 7 
Prerequisite Courses: Math 6  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This course begins with an in-depth study of proportional reasoning where 
students utilize concrete models such as bar diagrams and tables to increase and develop conceptual 
understanding of rates, ratios, proportions, and percentages. Students build on their proportional 
reasoning to solve problems about scale drawings by relating the corresponding lengths between 
objects. Students’ number fluency and understanding of the rational number system are extended as 
they perform operations with signed rational numbers embedded in real-world contexts. In statistics, 
students develop meanings for representative samples, measures of central tendency, variation, and 
the ideal representation for comparisons of given data sets. Students develop an understanding of 
both theoretical and experimental probability. Throughout the course, students build fluency in 
writing expressions and equations that model real-world scenarios. They apply their understanding 
of inverse operations to solve multistep equations and inequalities. The course concludes with a 
geometric analysis of angle relationships, area, and volume of both two- and three-dimensional 
figures. 
 
Math 8 
Prerequisite Courses: Math 7  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  The course begins with a unit on input-output relationships that builds a 
foundation for learning about functions. Students make connections between verbal, numeric, 
algebraic, and graphical representations of relations, and apply this knowledge to create linear 
functions that can be used to model and solve mathematical and real-world problems. Technology is 
used to build deeper connections among representations. Students focus on formulating expressions 
and equations, including modeling an association in bivariate data with a linear equation, and writing 
and solving linear equations and systems of linear equations. Students develop a deeper 
understanding of how translations, rotations, reflections, and dilations of distances and angles affect 
congruency and similarity. Students develop rules of exponents and use them to simplify exponential 
expressions. Students extend rules of exponents as they perform operations with numbers in 
scientific notation. Estimating and comparing square roots of non-perfect squares to perfect squares 
exposes students to irrational numbers and lays the foundation for applications such as the 
Pythagorean Theorem, distance, and volume. 
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Health/Physical Education 
 
Health 7 (Health Quest) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Health Quest is a health science course for middle school students.  The 
curriculum introduces students to the concepts of what good health is, why good health is 
important, and what students should do to achieve good health.  This course contains units on the 
different systems in the human body; good practices for mental, emotional, physical, and social 
health; healthy eating practices; safety, emergency care, and disease prevention; and responsible 
living. 
 
Health 8 (Middle School Health)*  
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Middle School Health aids students in creating a foundation of personal health. 
Beginning with properly defining health, this course then builds upon basic health practices to 
emphasize the importance of balance. Attention is given to each of the six dimensions of wellness; 
namely, physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual, social, and environmental. Students are taught the 
skills necessary to improve every aspect of health. They are also encouraged to reflect upon their 
own personal wellness each week. 
 
Physical Education 6 (Middle School Fitness Basics)* 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  This course provides students with a basic understanding of fitness and 
nutrition. Students will learn about exercise safety, team and individual sports, nutrition, and the 
importance of staying active throughout their lifetime. Students conduct fitness assessments, set 
goals, develop their own fitness program, and participate in weekly physical activity. 
 
Physical Education 7 (Middle School Fitness Basics)* 
Prerequisite Courses: None 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  This course provides students with a basic understanding of fitness and 
nutrition. Students will learn about exercise safety, team and individual sports, nutrition, and the 
importance of staying active throughout their lifetime. Students conduct fitness assessments and 
participate in weekly physical activity. 
 
Physical Education 8 (Middle School Fitness Basics)* 
Prerequisite Courses: None 
Credits: 1.0  
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Course Description:  This course provides students with a basic understanding of fitness and 
nutrition. Students will learn about exercise safety, team and individual sports, nutrition, and the 
importance of staying active throughout their lifetime. Students conduct fitness assessments and 
participate in weekly physical activity. 
 
 
Required Electives 
 
Career Explorations (All 8th Grade non-music students must take one semester) 
Grade 8 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 (Req), 2.0 (Req + Elective) 
 
Course Description:  This full-year course prepares middle and high school students to make 
informed decisions about their future academic and occupational goals. Through direct instruction, 
interactive skills demonstrations, and practice assignments, students learn how to assess their own 
skills and interests, explore industry clusters and pathways, and develop plans for career and 
academic development. This course is designed to provide flexibility for students; any number of 
units can be selected to comprise a course that meets the specific needs of each student’s skills and 
interests. 
 
Online Learning and Digital Citizenship (6th Grade Req, 7-8 Elective) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  In this one-semester course, students develop essential study skills for 
academic success, such as staying organized, managing time, taking notes, applying reading 
strategies, writing strong papers, and researching and properly citing information. Explicit modeling 
and ample practice are provided for each study skill to support student mastery. Instruction on how 
to be a responsible online learner is threaded throughout the course, and these skills are directly 
addressed in lessons on cyberbullying, staying safe online, and learning how to be a digital leader. A 
basic understanding of software and hardware and how to troubleshoot common technology issues 
are also taught. By the end of the course, students will have the tools they need to be academically 
successful in both traditional and digital learning environments.  
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Elective Courses Grades 6-8 
 

Please see Course Descriptions as some Elective Courses have additional supply requirements.  Enrollment is a 
primary deciding factor on final decisions for electives offered. 

 
Music Students (Opportunities in the School Building only – Students will be placed by the 
school buildings as appropriate.) 
 
Band (Grade 6-7) 
Prerequisite Courses: See Descriptions  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Band I (1st year) class offers section and large group instruction on woodwind, 
brass, and percussion. Fundamentals stressed include proper posture and playing position, how to 
rehearse as a large group, development of tone quality and continuous training in music literacy. 
Students and their families will need to provide their own instrument (information on student 
instrument purchase/rental information is available). This class meets every other day. Students also 
receive a 20-minute lesson once a week.   
 
Band II (2nd year) is for students who already have an understanding of basic music reading, 
instrument maintenance, proper playing position and proper sound tone production. Instruction 
focuses on refining tone quality, increasing technique, and strengthening music literacy. Students at 
this level may also have the opportunity to transition to instruments that may not have been offered 
in Band I. These include many of the larger and/or more expensive instruments, which can be 
provided by the school (if available) including oboe, bassoon, French horn, euphonium and tuba. 
Otherwise, students and their families are encouraged to provide their own instrument. This class 
meets every other day. Students also receive a 20-minute lesson once a week. 
 
Choir (Grade 6-7) 
Prerequisite Courses: See Descriptions 
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description: (6th) This course is a vocal music class that focuses on using one's singing voice, 
both individually and in a large group setting. We perform in public at least 4 times a year, giving 
students an opportunity to share their learning. In addition, we learn about, discuss, and practice 
general music concepts and techniques to improve overall musicianship.   
 
(7th) This course is a vocal music class that focuses on using one's singing voice, both individually 
and in a large group setting. We perform in public at least 4 times a year, giving students an 
opportunity to share their learning. In addition, we learn about, discuss, and practice general music 
concepts and techniques to improve overall musicianship. It is preferred that students have already 
been in choir, but it is not required. 
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Orchestra (Grade 6-7) 
Prerequisite Courses: See Descriptions 
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Orchestra I is a performing ensemble open to students who are interested in 
playing string instruments. This class is designed to teach students how to play a string instrument 
who has little to no previous experience. Students will have individual or small group lessons during 
the school day in addition to orchestra class. Emphasis will be placed on developing good posture 
and playing techniques, music reading, musicianship, and ensemble skills. Attendance at winter and 
two spring concerts are required. A wide variety of music will be used including classical, fiddle and 
folk music.   
 
Orchestra II is a performing ensemble open to students who enjoy playing string instruments and 
want to continue to develop their playing skills. This class is designed for students who were 
enrolled in orchestra the previous year or have had private instruction previously. Students will have 
individual or small group lessons during the school day in addition to orchestra class. Emphasis will 
be placed on continuing to develop good posture and playing techniques, music reading, 
musicianship, and ensemble skills. Attendance at winter and two spring concerts are required. A 
wide variety of music will be used including classical, fiddle and folk music. 
 
Band/Choir (Grade 6-7) 
Prerequisite Courses: See Descriptions 
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Up to two music courses may be taken using one elective hour utilizing an 
every-other-day format. 
 
Band/Orchestra (Grade 6-7) 
Prerequisite Courses: See Descriptions 
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Up to two music courses may be taken using one elective hour utilizing an 
every-other-day format. 
 
Choir/Orchestra (Grade 6-7) 
Prerequisite Courses: See Descriptions 
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Up to two music courses may be taken using one elective hour utilizing an 
every-other-day format. 
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Tiger Band (Grade 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Tiger Band is a year-long performing organization open to all 8th and 9th 
grade students who have played in a band setting prior to this year. A wide variety of quality music 
will be performed at 3-4 required concerts during the school year and selected pep band events. 
Instrumental playing techniques, music reading, musicianship, as well as a commitment to the group 
concept will be emphasized. Individual or small group lessons are required for all members. Solo 
and small ensemble playing will be emphasized and encouraged. 
 
Tiger Choir (Grade 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Tiger Choir is a year-long performing organization open to all students who 
enjoy singing and wish to develop their voices through ensemble singing. Emphasis will be on 
developing vocal technique, music reading, and choral singing skills. A wide variety of music will be 
used, and attendance at fall, winter, and two spring concerts are required. Voice lessons are required 
for 9th grade choir students at least two quarters of the year and will be scheduled for students 
during their regular school week. 
 
Tiger Orchestra (Grade 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Tiger Orchestra is a year-long performing organization open to 8th and 9th 
grade students who have played in an orchestra prior to this year and want to continue to develop 
their playing skills. Emphasis will be placed on continuing to develop good playing techniques, 
music reading, musicianship, and ensemble skills. A wide variety of music will be used, and 
attendance at fall, winter, and two spring concerts are required. Individual or small group lessons are 
also required for all members. 
 
Tiger Band/Choir (Grade 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  The Tiger Choir and Band is set up for those students wanting to pursue both 
choir and band in their 9th grade year. Students will attend Tiger Choir or Tiger Band daily on an 
alternating/every-other-day schedule. 
 
Tiger Band/Orchestra (Grade 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
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Course Description:  The Tiger Band and Tiger Orchestra is set up for those students wanting to 
pursue both band and orchestra in their 9th grade year. Students will attend Tiger Band or Tiger 
Orchestra daily on an alternating/every-other-day schedule. 
 
Tiger Choir/Orchestra (Grade 8) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  The Tiger Choir and Tiger Orchestra is setup for those students wanting to 
pursue both choir and orchestra in their 9th grade year. Students will attend choir or orchestra daily 
on an alternating/every-other-day schedule. 
 
 
Non-Music Students (Online Course Options) 
 
Career Explorations (All 8th Grade non-music students) 
Grade 8 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 (Req), 2.0 (Req + Elective) 
 
Course Description:  This full-year course prepares middle and high school students to make 
informed decisions about their future academic and occupational goals. Through direct instruction, 
interactive skills demonstrations, and practice assignments, students learn how to assess their own 
skills and interests, explore industry clusters and pathways, and develop plans for career and 
academic development. This course is designed to provide flexibility for students; any number of 
units can be selected to comprise a course that meets the specific needs of each student’s skills and 
interests. 
 
Mental Health and Wellness 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Having a positive mindset and a healthy outlook on life can empower you to 
overcome life’s challenges, pressures, and demands. In this course, you will learn the importance of 
keeping a healthy mind and that challenging life events can make you stronger. Get ready to hack 
your brain. 
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Art Courses: 
 
Middle School 2D Studio Art 1A 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Close your eyes and imagine you’re standing in an art studio—the smell of 
paint, the heat of the kiln, and the infinite creative possibilities that linger in the air. This is where art 
is born, and in 2D Studio Art, you’ll learn how to bring your art visions to life. Whatever medium 
you prefer—painting, drawing, photography—this course will teach you the design elements and 
principles needed to create a work of art, explore your artistic inspirations, travel back in time to 
look at art in different cultures, and gain insight about the art of critiquing. If you’ve ever dreamed 
about making a living as an artist, this course will give you the tools and background that you need 
to turn those dreams into a reality!  [Various sizes of white & colored drawing paper, various paint 
brushes, empty cans/jars, ruler, protractor, erasers, scissors, Miscellaneous household objects for 
still life art, paint (2 types), drawing tools, and digital camera/camera phone/other type of camera.] 
 
Middle School 2D Studio Art 1B 
Prerequisite Courses: Middle School 2D Studio Art 1A 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Close your eyes and imagine you’re standing in an art studio—the smell of 
paint, the heat of the kiln, and the infinite creative possibilities that linger in the air. This is where art 
is born, and in 2D Studio Art, you’ll learn how to bring your art visions to life. Whatever medium 
you prefer—painting, drawing, photography—this course will teach you the design elements and 
principles needed to create a work of art, explore your artistic inspirations, travel back in time to 
look at art in different cultures, and gain insight about the art of critiquing. If you’ve ever dreamed 
about making a living as an artist, this course will give you the tools and background that you need 
to turn those dreams into a reality!  [Various sizes of white & colored drawing paper, various paint 
brushes, empty cans/jars, ruler, protractor, erasers, scissors, Miscellaneous household objects for 
still life art, paint (two types), drawing tools, and digital camera/camera phone/other type of camera] 
 
Middle School Digital Art & Design 1A 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  There are so many different types of art in this world—fine art, classical art, 
visual art—but the impact of digital art and design is all around us, often in ways that you probably 
aren’t even aware of! After taking Digital Art and Design, you’ll enjoy a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for all things digital as you explore this special genre of art found in everything from 
advertising to animation to photography and beyond. In this course, you’ll learn about the evolution 
of art, the basic principles of art and design, and the role of art in politics and society. Additionally, 
you will actually create your own digital art and make it come alive. Give your creative side a boost 
with this Digital Art and Design course!  [Digital Camera or camera phone, drawing paper and 
colored pencils/markers, computer/phone with recording feature] 
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Middle School Digital Art & Design 1B 
Prerequisite Courses: Middle School Art & Design 1A 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  There are so many different types of art in this world—fine art, classical art, 
visual art—but the impact of digital art and design is all around us, often in ways that you probably 
aren’t even aware of! After taking Digital Art and Design, you’ll enjoy a deeper understanding and 
appreciation for all things digital as you explore this special genre of art found in everything from 
advertising to animation to photography and beyond. In this course, you’ll learn about the evolution 
of art, the basic principles of art and design, and the role of art in politics and society. Additionally, 
you will actually create your own digital art and make it come alive. Give your creative side a boost 
with this Digital Art and Design course!  [Digital Camera or camera phone, drawing paper and 
colored pencils/markers, computer/phone with recording feature] 
 
Middle School Photography 1A 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  What do you think makes a photograph great? Do you want to take fun, 
interesting photographs of people, places, and pets to post for your friends or hang on your wall? 
Photo images are everywhere today. Sometimes we see hundreds in one day. But it’s obvious that 
not all photographs are the same—some are definitely cooler than others. In Middle School 
Photography: Drawing with Light, you’ll learn how to take those excellent, jaw-dropping 
photographs that you see in magazines and on your favorite social media sites. You’ll learn the 
basics of using a camera and how to avoid common photography mistakes. Once you get the hang 
of this process, you’ll be taking photos that will amaze your friends and have them wondering how 
you do it!  [Digital Camera or Camera Phone] 
 
Middle School Photography 1B 
Prerequisite Courses: Middle School Photography 1A 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  What do you think makes a photograph great? Do you want to take fun, 
interesting photographs of people, places, and pets to post for your friends or hang on your wall? 
Photo images are everywhere today. Sometimes we see hundreds in one day. But it’s obvious that 
not all photographs are the same—some are definitely cooler than others. In Middle School 
Photography: Drawing with Light, you’ll learn how to take those excellent, jaw-dropping 
photographs that you see in magazines and on your favorite social media sites. You’ll learn the 
basics of using a camera and how to avoid common photography mistakes. Once you get the hang 
of this process, you’ll be taking photos that will amaze your friends and have them wondering how 
you do it!  [Digital Camera or Camera Phone] 
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Music Courses: 
 
Middle School Exploring Music 1A 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘music’? Do you think about 
your favorite band or artist? Do you think about instruments and scales and chords? The word 
‘music’ means something different to everyone. This is why in Exploring Music there is a little bit of 
something for everyone! You will learn about how we hear music and how music affects our lives. 
You will explore important elements of music like rhythm, pitch, and harmony, as well as different 
musical genres. You will discover more about your singing voice and musical instruments and 
composition while taking in the history and culture of music over the years. Tune up your 
understanding and appreciation for all things music by signing up for this course! 
 
 
Middle School Exploring Music 1B 
Prerequisite Courses: Middle School Exploring Music 1A 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘music’? Do you think about 
your favorite band or artist? Do you think about instruments and scales and chords? The word 
‘music’ means something different to everyone. This is why in Exploring Music there is a little bit of 
something for everyone! You will learn about how we hear music and how music affects our lives. 
You will explore important elements of music like rhythm, pitch, and harmony, as well as different 
musical genres. You will discover more about your singing voice and musical instruments and 
composition while taking in the history and culture of music over the years. Tune up your 
understanding and appreciation for all things music by signing up for this course! 
 
 
Social Studies Courses: 
 
Survey of World History (MS) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  The MS Survey of World History course provides a basic overview of all 
aspects of World History from the early River Valley civilizations through our modern world. 
Students will gain a rich understanding of global cultures and the historical factors that have shaped 
the world around them. Throughout the course students analyze historical sources and make 
connections with concepts such as government, economic systems, and technology and innovation. 
Students encounter rigorous reading and writing activities for a variety of purposes. These activities 
allow students to develop literacy and writing skills as well as critical thinking and communication 
skills. The course begins with units covering ancient civilizations in the regions of Mesopotamia, 
India, China, and Greece and Rome. Students learn what life was like in ancient times and how the 
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empires rose and fell. Students move on to study the social and political changes that were brought 
about during the Renaissance and that spurred world-wide explorations. Revolutions, imperialism, 
and world wars follow with in-depth studies on how these events happened and their influence. As 
one century ends and the next begins, students study the Cold War as well as the political and 
economic changes across the globe. The course concludes with the issues facing our global society 
from environmental issues to the role technology plays in our everyday life. 
 
Ancient World History (MS) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  The MS Ancient World History course presents a cohesive and comprehensive 
overview of ancient world history. This year-long course covers ancient peoples, cultures, 
civilizations, and innovations through approximately 300 CE. Students are introduced to historical 
inquiry skills for application to studies of ancient civilizations. Students explore physical and human 
geography to explain how ancient people interacted with the environment and understand how 
civilizations developed. Students study early economies and how trade relations affected culture and 
language. In later lessons, students examine how early forms of government and technology have 
had a lasting influence on modern civilization. Throughout the course, students analyze maps and 
primary sources to identify patterns and make connections across time and space. Students are 
exposed to diverse cultures and learn to explore the past with historical empathy. Students 
encounter rigorous reading and writing activities for a variety of purposes. These activities allow 
students to develop literacy and writing skills as well as critical thinking and communication skills. 
 
 
Technology Courses: 
 
Middle School Coding 1A 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Do you find yourself wondering how your favorite apps, websites, and games 
were made? Maybe you want to try building your own. Well, now you can! In Middle School Coding 
1a, you will learn all about the technology you use in your day-to-day life as well as explore how the 
internet functions. Get an introduction to the basics of computer science and discover how to create 
and build your very own website using HTML and CSS. You’ll also become familiar with 
programming languages like JavaScript and Python Programming. You will leave the course with 
your very own portfolio of work that will showcase your skills and all that you’ve created.  [Laptop 
Required] 
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Middle School Coding 1B 
Prerequisite Courses: Middle School Coding 1A 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  We don’t always think about the role technology plays in our world but the 
truth is technology influences our everyday lives and affects how we relate to our friends, family, and 
even complete strangers. For those wanting to develop a greater understanding of this technology 
comes Middle School Coding 1b. Building on what you learned in Middle School Coding 1a, you’ll 
expand your knowledge of programming languages and web development and further explore 
Advanced Python, HTML, and JavaScript. You will also learn the difference between web 
development and web application development and continue to grow your portfolio, which will 
serve to highlight everything you have learned and created in the course.  [Laptop Required] 
 
Online Learning and Digital Citizenship (6th Grade Req, 7-8 Elective) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  In this one-semester course, students develop essential study skills for 
academic success, such as staying organized, managing time, taking notes, applying reading 
strategies, writing strong papers, and researching and properly citing information. Explicit modeling 
and ample practice are provided for each study skill to support student mastery. Instruction on how 
to be a responsible online learner is threaded throughout the course, and these skills are directly 
addressed in lessons on cyberbullying, staying safe online, and learning how to be a digital leader. A 
basic understanding of software and hardware and how to troubleshoot common technology issues 
are also taught. By the end of the course, students will have the tools they need to be academically 
successful in both traditional and digital learning environments. 
 
Note:  Courses with an “*” will be taught by Edgenuity Staff. 
  



     

 

24 

 

Albert Lea Online Academy 
Course Descriptions 

2021-22 School Year 
 

  

ALBERT LEA AREA SCHOOLS 
211 WEST RICHWAY DRIVE 
ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 56007 

Minimum ALAS Graduation Requirements 
 

Students must earn 46 academic credits to meet Minnesota Graduation Requirements.  
 

A semester course is equivalent to 1 academic credit.  
(Semester course = 1 credit / Year-long course = 2 credits) 

 
 
 
 

Graduation Requirement = 46 Total Credits 
Subject 

(1 Credit = 1 Semester) 

Grade 
9 

Grade 
10 

Grade 
11 

Grade 
12 

Total 
Credits 

English 2 Cr 2 Cr 2 Cr 2 Cr 8 

Social Studies 2 Cr 1 Cr 2 Cr 1 Cr 6 

Science 2 Cr 2 Cr 2 Cr -- 6 

Mathematics 2 Cr 2 Cr 2 Cr -- 6 

Phy Ed/Health 1 Cr 1 Cr -- -- 2 

Economics -- -- -- 1 Cr 1 

Fine Arts 2 Total Fine Arts Credits Required 2 

Electives 15 Total Elective Credits Required 15 
   

ALAS Graduation Requirement 46 
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High School Level Courses 
Grades 9-12 

 

Required Courses Grades 9-12 
 
English/Language Arts 
 
English Language Arts 9 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This freshman-year English course invites students to explore diverse texts 
organized into thematic units. Students will engage in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of 
great texts both classic and contemporary. While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and literary 
nonfiction, students will master comprehension and literary-analysis strategies. Interwoven in the 
lessons across two semesters are activities that encourage students to strengthen their oral language 
skills and produce clear, coherent writing. Students will read a range of classic texts including 
Homer’s The Odyssey, Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, and Richard Connell’s “The Most 
Dangerous Game.” They will study also short but complex texts, including influential speeches by 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald Reagan. Contemporary texts by 
Richard Preston, Julia Alvarez, and Maya Angelou round out the course. 
 
English Language Arts 10 
Prerequisite Courses: ELA9  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This sophomore-year English course invites students to explore a diverse 
selection of world literature organized into thematic units. While critically reading fiction, poetry, 
drama, and expository nonfiction, students learn essential reading comprehension strategies and 
engage in literary analysis and evaluation of both classic and contemporary works. Interwoven in the 
lessons across two semesters are activities that encourage students to strengthen their listening and 
speaking skills and produce clear, coherent writing. Throughout the course, students read a range of 
classic and contemporary literary texts including Henrik Ibsen’s A Doll’s House, George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm, and Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis. In addition to reading a wide range of literary texts, 
students read and analyze complex informational and argumentative texts including Sonia 
Sotomayor’s "A Latina Judge's Voice," Niccolò Machiavelli’s The Prince, and the contemporary 
informational text Sugar Changed the World: A Story of Magic, Spice, Slavery, Freedom, and 
Science. 
 
English Language Arts 11 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
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Course Description:  This junior-year English course invites students to delve into American 
literature, from early American Indian voices through thoughtful contemporary works. Students will 
engage in literary analysis and inferential evaluation of great texts, the centerpieces of this course. 
While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, and expository nonfiction, students will master 
comprehension and literary-analysis strategies. Interwoven in the lessons across two semesters are 
tasks that encourage students to strengthen their oral language skills and produce creative, coherent 
writing. Students will read a range of short but complex texts, including works by Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Emily Dickinson, Herman Melville, Nathaniel Hawthorne, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., F. Scott Fitzgerald, Sandra Cisneros, Amy Tan, and Dave Eggers. 
 
English Language Arts 12 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This senior-year English Language Arts course invites you to explore a diverse 
collection of texts organized into thematic units. You will engage in literary analysis and inferential 
evaluation of both classic and contemporary literature. While critically reading fiction, poetry, drama, 
and expository nonfiction, you will learn comprehension and literary-analysis strategies. Tasks will 
encourage you to strengthen your oral language skills and produce creative, coherent writing. You 
will read a range of classic texts including the ancient epic Gilgamesh, William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 
and Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. You will study short but complex texts, 
including essays by Jonathan Swift and Mary Wollstonecraft, and influential speeches by Queen 
Elizabeth I and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Contemporary texts by Seamus Heaney, Derek Walcott, and 
Chinua Achebe round out the course. 
 
AP English Language and Composition (Grade 12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  AP® English Language and Composition teaches students how writers use 
language to create meaning. Students will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction genres, including 
essays, journalism articles, political writings, science writings, nature writings, autobiographies, 
biographies, diaries, speeches, history writings, and criticisms. CR2 The primary focus is on writing 
evidence-based analytical, synthesis, and argument essays and analyzing the rhetorical choices of a 
wide range of nonfiction writers. CR1 In addition to analyzing written texts, students will also study 
visual rhetoric such as photographs, advertisements, and political cartoons. As stated in the AP 
English Language and Composition Course Description, students learn to “evaluate, synthesize, and 
cite research to support their arguments . . . [and] read and analyze rhetorical elements and their 
effects in nonfiction texts.” Students learn critical reading and writing skills, which are honed by the 
close reading, writing, and revising of original essays.  
 
This content is presented in an online course through which students view lectures from 
experienced, highly qualified instructors; access nonfiction rhetoric (written and visual); and practice 
close reading and writing skills. Students are provided with continual feedback from instructors via 
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phone, instant messages, emails, discussion threads, and live chats, as well as written feedback on 
their assignments. In addition to scaffolded learning focused on the big ideas of the course, each 
unit includes a lesson focused on test-taking skills designed to help students be successful on the AP 
Language and Composition exam. 
 
 
Social Studies 
 
World History (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This year-long course examines the major events and turning points of world 
history from ancient times to the present. Students investigate the development of classical 
civilizations in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, and Asia, and they explore the economic, political, 
and social revolutions that have transformed human history. At the end of the course, students 
conduct a rigorous study of modern history, allowing them to draw connections between past events 
and contemporary issues. The use of recurring themes, such as social history, democratic 
government, and the relationship between history and the arts, allows students to draw connections 
between the past and the present, among cultures, and among multiple perspectives. Throughout the 
course, students use a variety of primary and secondary sources, including legal documents, essays, 
historical writings, and political cartoons to evaluate the reliability of historical evidence and to draw 
conclusions about historical events. 
 
Human Geography (Grade 10) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Examining current global issues that impact our world today, this course takes 
a thematic approach to understanding the development of human systems, human understanding of 
the world, and human social organization. This semester high school-level course will challenge 
students to develop geographic skills, including learning to interpret maps, analyze data, and 
compare theories. Offering interactive content that will grow students’ understanding of the 
development of modern civilization and human systems—from the agricultural revolution to the 
technological revolution—this course encourages students to analyze economic trends as well as 
compare global markets and urban environments. 
 
US History I (Grade 11) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  U.S. History I is a year-long course that dynamically explores the people, 
places, and events that shaped early United States history. This course stretches from the Era of 
Exploration through the Industrial Revolution, leading students through a careful examination of 
the defining moments that paved the way for the United States of today. Students begin by 
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exploring the colonization of the New World and examining the foundations of colonial society. As 
they study the early history of the United States, students will learn critical thinking skills by 
examining the constitutional foundations of U.S. government. Recurring themes such as territorial 
expansion, the rise of industrialization, and the significance of slavery will be examined in the 
context of how these issues contributed to the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
 
US Government (Grade 11 or 12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  This semester-long course provides students with a practical understanding of 
the principles and procedures of government. The course begins by establishing the origins and 
founding principles of American government. After a rigorous review of the Constitution and its 
Amendments, students investigate the development and extension of civil rights and liberties. 
Lessons also introduce influential Supreme Court decisions to demonstrate the impact and 
importance of constitutional rights. The course builds on this foundation by guiding students 
through the function of government today and the role of citizens in the civic process and 
culminates in an examination of public policy and the roles of citizens and organizations in 
promoting policy approaches. Throughout the course, students examine primary and secondary 
sources, including political cartoons, essays, and judicial opinions. Students also sharpen their writing 
skills in shorter tasks and assignments, and practice outlining and drafting skills by writing full 
informative and argumentative essays. 
 
Economics (Grade 11 or 12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  This semester-long course invites students to broaden their understanding of 
how economic concepts apply to their everyday lives—including microeconomic and 
macroeconomic theory and the characteristics of mixed-market economies, the role of government 
in a free enterprise system and the global economy, and personal finance strategies. Throughout the 
course, students apply critical thinking skills while making practical economic choices. Students also 
master literacy skills through rigorous reading and writing activities. Students analyze data and write 
routinely and responsively in tasks and assignments that are based on scenarios, texts, activities, and 
examples. In more extensive, process-based writing lessons, students write full-length essays in 
informative and argumentative formats. 
 
 
Science 
 
Physical Science (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
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Course Description:  This full-year course focuses on traditional concepts in chemistry and physics, 
and encourages exploration of new discoveries in this field of science. The course includes an 
overview of scientific principles and procedures, and leads students toward a clearer understanding 
of matter, energy, and the physical universe. As students refine and expand their understanding of 
physical science, they will apply their knowledge in experiments that require them to ask questions 
and create hypotheses. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason abstractly, and learn 
to think critically 
 
Biology (Grade 10) 
Prerequisite Courses: none  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This year-long high school course engages students in the study of life and 
living organisms, and examines biology and biochemistry in the real world. The course encompasses 
traditional concepts in biology and encourages exploration of new discoveries in the field. The 
components include biochemistry, cell biology, cell processes, heredity and reproduction, the 
evolution of life, taxonomy, human body systems, and ecology. This course is aligned with the Next 
Generation Science Standards, which were developed by states to improve science education for all 
students. The goals of these standards are to develop a thorough understanding of content as well as 
improve key skills like communication, collaboration, inquiry, problem solving, and creative 
thinking. 
 
Chemistry (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This rigorous full-year course engages students in the study of the 
composition, properties, changes, and interactions of matter. The course covers the basic concepts 
of chemistry and includes virtual laboratory experiments that encourage higher-order thinking 
applications. There is also a wet lab component for each of these labs. The components of this 
course include the composition and properties of matter, changes and interactions of matter, organic 
chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason 
abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
 
Physics (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year course focuses on traditional concepts in physics, and encourages 
exploration of new discoveries in this field of science. The course includes an overview of scientific 
principles and procedures, and leads students toward a clearer understanding of motion, energy, 
electricity, magnetism, and the laws that govern the physical universe. As students refine and expand 
their understanding of physics, they will apply their knowledge in experiments that require them to 
ask questions and create hypotheses. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason 
abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
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AP Biology (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Biology, Chemistry (or concurrent with Chemistry) 
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Edgenuity AP® Biology is a nine-unit, college-level biology course that 
engages students in the study of evolution, energetics, information storage and transmission, and 
systems interactions. This yearlong course covers the advanced concepts of biology and features 
interactive or hands-on experiences, such as projects and laboratory investigations, that encourage 
inquiry and higher-order thinking applications. The concepts of this course include biochemistry, 
cells, enzymes, metabolism, cell communication, cell cycle, heredity, gene expression, evolution, 
genetic diversity, and ecology. The course is designed to prepare students to take the College Board 
AP Biology exam. 
 
This course was designed to prepare students for college-level biology. It revolves around four big 
ideas and the enduring conceptual understandings and the essential knowledge that supports them. 
Embedded in the course are tasks and activities that give students opportunities to develop and 
apply science practices that can be used for inquiry-based learning which help deepen student 
understanding and higher-order thinking. Inquiry-based tasks and activities allow students to 
connect conceptual knowledge to real-world scenarios. 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
Intermediate Algebra 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year course focuses on five critical areas: relationships between 
quantities and reasoning with equations, linear and exponential relationships, descriptive statistics, 
expressions and equations, and quadratic functions and modeling. This course builds on the 
foundation set in middle grades by deepening students’ understanding of linear and exponential 
functions, and developing fluency in writing and solving one-variable equations and inequalities. 
Students will interpret, analyze, compare, and contrast functions that are represented numerically, 
tabularly, graphically, and algebraically. Quantitative reasoning is a common thread throughout the 
course as students learn how they can use algebra to represent quantities and the relationships 
among those quantities in a variety of ways. Standards of mathematical practice and process are 
embedded throughout the course, as students make sense of problem situations, solve novel 
problems, reason abstractly, and think critically. 
 
Geometry 
Prerequisite Courses: Intermediate Algebra  
Credits: 2.0  
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Course Description:  Based on plane Euclidean geometry, this rigorous full-year course addresses 
the critical areas of: congruence, proof, and constructions; similarity and trigonometry; circles; three-
dimensional figures; and probability of compound events. Transformations and deductive reasoning 
are common threads throughout the course. Students build on their conceptual understanding of 
rigid transformations established in middle school as they formally define each and then, use them 
to prove theorems about lines, angles, and triangle congruency. Rigid transformations are also used 
to establish relationships between two-dimensional and three-dimensional figures. Students use their 
knowledge of proportional reasoning and dilations to develop a formal definition for similarity of 
figures. They apply their understanding of similarity to defining trigonometric ratios and radian 
measure. Students also make algebraic connections as they use coordinate algebra to verify 
properties of figures in the coordinate plane and write equations of parabolas and circles. 
Throughout the course, students investigate properties of figures, make conjectures, and prove 
theorems. Students demonstrate their reasoning by completing proofs in a variety of formats. The 
standards of mathematical practice are embedded throughout the course as students apply geometric 
concepts in modeling situations, make sense of problem situations, solve novel problems, reason 
abstractly, and think critically. 
 
Algebra II 
Prerequisite Courses: Intermediate Algebra, Geometry  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description This course focuses on functions, polynomials, periodic phenomena, and 
collecting and analyzing data. Students begin with a review of linear and quadratic functions, to 
solidify a foundation for learning these new functions. Students will make connections between 
verbal, numeric, algebraic, and graphical representations of functions and apply this knowledge as 
they create equations and inequalities that can be used to model and solve mathematical and real-
world problems. As students refine and expand their algebraic skills, they will draw analogies 
between the operations and field properties of real numbers and those of complex numbers and 
algebraic expressions. Process standards are embedded throughout the course, as students solve 
novel problems, reason abstractly, and think critically. 
 
Pre-Calculus 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra II 
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Designed to follow Algebra II, this rigorous full-year course builds upon 
students understanding of various aspects of functions: graphing, composition, inverses, modeling, 
systems, and inequalities. Students expand their knowledge of trigonometric functions to include 
graphs of reciprocal functions, and they apply trigonometry to a variety of real-world problems. 
Students prove trigonometric identities and use them to solve equations. Throughout the course 
students make connections between geometry and algebra as they: use graphs to solve polynomial, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic inequalities; perform operations with complex numbers and 
vectors; use coordinate algebra to derive equations of ellipses and hyperbolas; and find limits of 
functions. The standards of mathematical practice are embedded throughout the course as students 
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apply mathematical concepts in modeling situations, make sense of problem situations, solve novel 
problems, reason abstractly, and think critically.  
 
Trigonometry (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra II  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  In this one-semester course, students use their geometry and algebra skills to 
begin their study of trigonometry. Students will be required to express understanding using 
qualitative, quantitative, algebraic, and graphing skills. This course begins with a quick overview of 
right triangle relationships before introducing trigonometric functions and their applications. 
Students explore angles and radian measures, circular trigonometry, and the unit circle. Students 
extend their understanding to trigonometric graphs, including the effects of translations and the 
inverses of trigonometric functions. Next, students explore trigonometric identities and applications. 
Students then work with complex numbers and the polar coordinate system. The course ends with 
an introduction to vectors and conic sections. 
 
Statistics (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra II  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This rigorous full-year course engages students in the study of statistics. The 
course covers statistical concepts and includes interactive activities and projects that encourage 
higher-order thinking skills. Major topics of study include exploring one- and two-variable data, 
sampling, experimentation, probability, sampling distributions, and statistical inference. These topics 
are organized into three big ideas: variation and distribution, patterns and uncertainty, and data-
based predictions, decisions, and conclusions. 
 
 
Other Required Courses 
 
Physical Education 9 
Prerequisite Courses: none  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Exploring fitness topics such as safe exercise and injury prevention, nutrition 
and weight management, consumer product evaluation, and stress management, Lifetime Fitness 
equips high school students with the skills they need to achieve lifetime fitness. Throughout this 
one-semester course, students assess individual fitness levels according to the five components of 
physical fitness: cardiovascular health, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body 
composition. Personal fitness assessments encourage students to design fitness programs to meet 
their individual fitness goals 
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Health 10 
Prerequisite courses: none  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  This semester-long course designed for high school students examines and 
analyzes various health topics. It places alcohol use, drug use, physical fitness, healthy relationships, 
disease prevention, relationships, and mental health in the context of the importance of creating a 
healthy lifestyle. Throughout the course, students examine the practices and plans they can 
implement in order to carry out a healthy lifestyle, and the consequences they can face if they do not 
follow safe health practices. In addition, students conduct in-depth studies in order to create 
mentally and emotionally healthy relationships with peers and family, and to devise healthy nutrition, 
sleeping, and physical fitness plans. Students also examine and analyze harassment and bullying laws.  
 
The Contemporary Health course does cover sensitive topics such as sexual intercourse, contraception, sex and gender, 
pregnancy, sexual harassment, physical violence, emotional abuse, sexually transmitted infections, and substance use 
and abuse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elective Courses Grades 9-12 
 

Please see Course Descriptions as some Elective Courses have additional supply requirements.  Enrollment is a 
primary deciding factor on final decisions for electives offered. 

 

[These Electives are for Online Academy students and are done In-Person ONLY] 
 
Music Courses (Opportunities in the School Building only – Students will be placed by the 
school building as appropriate.) 
 
Tiger Band (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Tiger Band is a year-long performing organization open to all 8th and 9th 
grade students who have played in a band setting prior to this year. A wide variety of quality music 
will be performed at 3-4 required concerts during the school year and selected pep band events. 
Instrumental playing techniques, music reading, musicianship, as well as a commitment to the group 
concept will be emphasized. Individual or small group lessons are required for all members. Solo 
and small ensemble playing will be emphasized and encouraged. 
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Tiger Choir (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Tiger Choir is a year-long performing organization open to all students who 
enjoy singing and wish to develop their voices through ensemble singing. Emphasis will be on 
developing vocal technique, music reading, and choral singing skills. A wide variety of music will be 
used, and attendance at fall, winter, and two spring concerts are required. Voice lessons are required 
for 9th grade choir students at least two quarters of the year and will be scheduled for students 
during their regular school week. 
 
Tiger Orchestra (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Tiger Orchestra is a year-long performing organization open to 8th and 9th 
grade students who have played in an orchestra prior to this year and want to continue to develop 
their playing skills. Emphasis will be placed on continuing to develop good playing techniques, 
music reading, musicianship, and ensemble skills. A wide variety of music will be used, and 
attendance at fall, winter, and two spring concerts are required. Individual or small group lessons are 
also required for all members. 
 
Tiger Band/Choir (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  The Tiger Choir and Band is set up for those students wanting to pursue both 
choir and band in their 9th grade year. Students will attend Tiger Choir or Tiger Band daily on an 
alternating/every-other-day schedule. 
 
Tiger Band/Orchestra (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  The Tiger Band and Tiger Orchestra is set up for those students wanting to 
pursue both band and orchestra in their 9th grade year. Students will attend Tiger Band or Tiger 
Orchestra daily on an alternating/every-other-day schedule. 
 
Tiger Choir/Orchestra (Grade 9) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  The Tiger Choir and Tiger Orchestra is setup for those students wanting to 
pursue both choir and orchestra in their 9th grade year. Students will attend choir or orchestra daily 
on an alternating/every-other-day schedule. 
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SYMPHONIC BAND A & B (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite: Band experience/Instructor's approval  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  This is a year-long performing organization for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders 
who have been playing in a band setting prior to this year. It may also include selected 9th grade 
students based on instrumental needs. A wide variety of quality music will be performed at 3- 4 
concerts during the school year and selected pep band events. Instrumental playing techniques, 
music reading, musicianship, as well as a commitment to the group concept will be emphasized. 
Individual or small group lessons are required for all members. Solo and small ensemble playing will 
be emphasized and encouraged.  
 
CONCERT BAND A & B (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite: Band experience/Instructor's approval  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  This is a year-long performing organization for 10th, 11th, and 12th graders 
who have played in the band setting prior to this year and have been approved by the instructor. 
Demanding music of the highest quality will be performed at 3-4 concerts during the school year 
and selected pep band events. This group is the top-performing band at ALHS and will participate 
in the Big 9 Music Festival in May. Instrumental playing techniques, music reading, musicianship, as 
well as a commitment to the group concept will be emphasized. Individual or small group lessons 
are required for all members. Solo and small ensemble playing will be emphasized and encouraged.  
 
CHOIR VARSITY CHOIR A & B (Grade: 10 (Grades 11 & 12 w/instructor approval) 
Soprano and Alto ) 
Prerequisite: Instructor's approval  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  This is a year-long performing organization open to soprano and alto students 
who enjoy singing and wish to develop their voices through ensemble singing. Emphasis will be on 
developing vocal technique, music reading, and choral singing skills. A wide variety of music will be 
used and appearances at fall, winter, and two spring concerts are required. Private voice lessons are 
encouraged and required for at least 2 quarters of the year for 10th graders and new students to the 
program. These voice lessons are provided for students and scheduled to occur during the school 
day.  
 
CONCERT CHOIR A & B (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite: Instructor's approval  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  This is a year-long performing organization open to students in grades 10-12 
who enjoy singing and wish to develop their voices through ensemble singing. Emphasis will be on 
developing vocal technique, music reading, and high-quality choral singing skills. A wide variety of 
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challenging music will be used and appearances at fall, winter, and two spring concerts are required 
as well as the Big 9 Festival in May. Private voice lessons are available to all, however, they are 
required for 10th graders and students new to the program at least 2 quarters of the year. These 
voice lessons are provided for students and scheduled to occur during the school day.  
 
ORCHESTRA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA A & B (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite: Orchestra experience/Instructor’s approval  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  This is a year-long performing organization open to 10th, 11th, & 12th grade 
students who have been playing in orchestra the previous year, and want to continue to develop 
their playing skills. Emphasis will be placed on building advanced playing techniques, music reading, 
musicianship and ensemble skills. Woodwind, brass, and percussion musicians are added throughout 
the year to perform with the orchestra. A wide variety of string and full-orchestra music will be 
performed in the fall, winter, and two spring concerts as well as the Big 9 Music Festival in May. 
Attendance at all concerts, including Big 9, is required. Individual or small group lessons are also 
required for Orchestra members. 
 
 
Work-Based Learning Courses 
 
DIVERSIFIED WORK INTERNSHIP/DIVERSIFIED WORK SEMINAR A & B [In-
Person at ALHS] (Grade 12) 
Prerequisite: 38 credits by start of 12th grade and on track to graduate having completed all required 
credits by the end of grade 11  
Credits:  4.0 
 
Course Description:  Diversified Occupations Seminar and Internship is taken as a 6th and 7th hour 
class. Students attend school up until 1:00 or 2:00 pm whereas they are released to be on-the-job for 
the afternoon. The Seminar portion of the course is taught by a certified work-based learning 
coordinator. Students will be required to attend the Diversified Occupations Seminar class (6th 
hour) every day for the first two weeks to complete employee agreements and to learn about safety 
and employee rights. After that, students will only be required to attend Diversified Occupations 
Seminar once a week. The Diversified Occupations Internship portion of the course is on-the-job 
experience, including self-analysis, career development, technical information, working with others, 
and individual job study. Students must be employed at an instructor-approved worksite by the first 
day of class where they work a minimum of 10 hours a week. If a student no longer is employed, 
they must enroll in 6th and 7th hour classes at the high school. Students must also be on track to 
graduate with all required courses completed by the end of grade 11 to enroll in Diversified 
Occupations Seminar and Internship. 
 
NURSING ASSISTANT [In-Person through ALHS] (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite: Parent & student meeting (Riverland will require a minimum Accuplacer reading score 
of “242” for students to be eligible to enroll in the Nursing Assistant course.)  
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Length: Class meets 7:30am-9:30am, Monday – Friday at Riverland Community College (AL 
Campus) for approximately 7 weeks  
Credits: 2.0 HS credits; Riverland (HCNA 1100) 3 college credits  
 
Course Description:  Are you considering a career in the medical field? This course offers students a 
unique opportunity to begin their journey into a health-related career. Offered through Riverland 
Community College, this 3-credit (RCC semester credits) course combines classroom and clinical 
experiences to prepare students for the MN Department of Health Nursing Assistant (CNA) written 
and skills competency exams. This course provides students with the theory and laboratory 
experience to meet state and federal criteria for employment as a nursing assistant in a nursing home 
or other long-term care facility. Completion of this course enables the student to take the Nurse 
Aide Competency Evaluation. After successfully completing the competency evaluation, the student 
will be placed on the Minnesota Nursing Assistant Registry. (This class, in accordance with MN 
Department of Health requirements, has strict attendance requirements for earning course credit.) 
Students must provide their own transportation to education settings located outside the high school 
building.  
 
TEACHER CADETS [In-Person at ALHS] (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite: Child Development or have a minimum GPA of 3.0 with teacher approval  
Length: Class meets one semester (generally, first portion of the class in-person (ALHS) and then 
the remaining portion takes place within an elementary classroom).  
Credits:  2.0 HS credits, Minnesota State University, Mankato (KSP 150) 3 college credits  
 
Course Description:  Students will explore a variety of careers in education (teaching, counseling, 
social work, psychology, library media, administration, etc.) through research, reading, and 
discussion, reflective journaling, and naturalistic observation. Also, students will job shadow a 
practicing professional in education and engage in academic service learning with school-age youth 
and adolescents. Reflective journaling paired with readings, discussions, and class seminar format 
will facilitate growth towards career choice, culminating in a capstone paper in which the ‘fit’ 
between the student and a possible career in education or related field(s) is detailed. This class would 
take place during two class periods back-to-back. Students must provide their own transportation to 
education settings located outside the high school building. 
 
YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP 11 [In-Person at ALHS] (Grade 11) 
Prerequisite: Pass 4 Industrial Technology courses, instructor approval, and application process  
Credits:  1.0 
 
Course Description:  Youth Apprenticeship (YA) integrates school-based and work-based learning 
to instruct students in employability and occupational skills defined by Minnesota industries. Albert 
Lea’s program will provide training based on statewide youth apprenticeship curriculum guidelines, 
endorsed by business and industry. Students are instructed by qualified teachers and skilled worksite 
mentors. Students begin their journey in YA as juniors will take a safety course in the spring of their 
11th grade. Students as seniors work 10-15 hours per week during the school year and are 
encouraged to work during the summer, depending on business needs. In order to apply, students 
must be on track for high school graduation, have explored the career area they want to participate 
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in, be interested in participating in a hands-on learning experience, and be at least 16-years-old. 
Students must also maintain strong employment performance. See your School Counselor or Mrs. 
Ebeling for more details.  
 
YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP [In-Person at ALHS] (Grade 12) 
Prerequisite: Grade of "B" or better in Youth Apprenticeship 11  
Credits: 5.5 
 
Course Description:  Youth Apprenticeship (YA) integrates school-based and work-based learning 
to instruct students in employability and occupational skills defined by Minnesota industries. Albert 
Lea’s program will provide training based on statewide youth apprenticeship curriculum guidelines, 
endorsed by business and industry. Students are instructed by qualified teachers and skilled worksite 
mentors. Students begin their journey in YA as juniors will take a safety course in the spring of their 
11th grade. Students as seniors work 10-15 hours per week during the school year and are 
encouraged to work during the summer, depending on business needs. In order to apply, students 
must be on track for high school graduation, have explored the career area they want to participate 
in, be interested in participating in a hands-on learning experience, and be at least 16-years-old. 
Students must also maintain strong employment performance. See your School Counselor or Mrs. 
Ebeling for more details. 
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[Other Online Elective Courses] 
 
Academic and Mental Health Courses 
 
Mental Health and Wellness 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Having a positive mindset and a healthy outlook on life can empower you to 
overcome life’s challenges, pressures, and demands. In this course, you will learn the importance of 
keeping a healthy mind and that challenging life events can make you stronger. Get ready to hack 
your brain. 
 
Strategies for Academic Success (9-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Offering a comprehensive analysis of different types of motivation, study 
habits, and learning styles, this one-semester course encourages high school students to take control 
of their learning by exploring varying strategies for success. Providing engaging lessons that will help 
students identify what works best for them individually, this one-semester course covers important 
study skills, such as strategies for taking high-quality notes 
 
 
Agriculture (Ag) Courses 
 
Animal Systems 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Animal Systems is a semester-long high school course that provides students 
with a wealth of information on livestock-management practices, animal husbandry, physiological 
systems, the latest scientific trends, veterinary practice, and innovations in food production. Changes 
in practices, regulations, and legislation for animal welfare continue as new research provides 
solutions to medical, ethical, and practical concerns. The course reviews current topics, such as 
advancements in technology and research, and defines areas of discussion while maintaining focus 
on best management practices. A student might use the knowledge gained from the course to 
further an interest in becoming a chef, researcher, doctor, wildlife-management professional, or any 
number of applicable careers. 
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Art Courses 
 
Art History I 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Introducing art within historical, social, geographical, political, and religious 
contexts for understanding art and architecture through the ages, Art History I offers high school 
students an in-depth overview of art throughout history, with lessons organized by chronological 
and historical order and world regions. Students enrolled in this full-year course will cover topics 
including early Medieval and Romanesque art through modern art in Europe and the Americas 
 
Introduction to Art 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Covering art appreciation and the beginning of art history, Intro to Art 
encourages students to gain an understanding and appreciation of art in their everyday lives. 
Presented in an engaging format, this full-year course provides an overview of many introductory 
themes: the definition of art, the cultural purpose of art, visual elements of art, terminology and 
principles of design, and two- and three-dimensional media and techniques. Tracing the history of 
art, high school students enrolled in the course also explore the following time periods and places: 
prehistoric art, art in ancient civilizations, and world art before 1400. 
 
 
Business/Computer Science Courses 
 
Introduction to Business (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  In this two-semester introductory course, students will learn the principles of 
business using real-world examples—learning what it takes to plan and launch a product or service 
in today’s fast-paced business environment. This course covers an introduction to economics, costs 
and profit, and different business types. Students are introduced to techniques for managing money, 
personally and as a business, and taxes and credit; the basics of financing a business; how a business 
relates to society both locally and globally; how to identify a business opportunity; and techniques 
for planning, executing, and marketing a business to respond to that opportunity. 
 
Introduction to Computer Science (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year course is designed for students in grades 9–10, although any 
students across grades 9–12 may enroll. This course introduces students to the foundational 
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concepts of computer science and challenges them to explore how computing and technology can 
affect the world. Students have creative, hands-on learning opportunities to create computer 
programs, develop web pages, design mobile apps, write algorithms, and collaborate with peers 
while building strong foundational knowledge. This course provides a solid foundation for more 
advanced study as well as practical skills that students can use immediately 
 
Personal Finance (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  This one-semester elective prepares students to navigate personal finance with 
confidence. The course opens with a study of what it means to be financially responsible, engaging 
students in budgeting, planning, and being a smart consumer. Students learn about the relationship 
between education, employment, income, and net worth, and they plan for the cost of college. 
Students then broaden their study to include banking, spending, investing, and other money 
management concepts before exploring credit and debt. In the final unit of the course, students 
study microeconomics and entrepreneurship, with an overview of economic systems, supply and 
demand, consumer behavior and incentives, and profit principles. The course concludes with an in-
depth case study about starting a business. 
 
Small Business Entrepreneurship (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year course, provided in two semesters, is designed to provide the 
skills needed to effectively organize, develop, create, manage and own a business, while exposing 
students to the challenges, problems, and issues faced by entrepreneurs. Throughout this course, 
students explore what kinds of opportunities exist for small business entrepreneurs and become 
aware of the necessary skills for running a business. Students become familiar with the traits and 
characteristics that are found in successful entrepreneurs, and see how research, planning, 
operations, and regulations can affect small businesses. Students also learn how to develop plans for 
having effective business management, financing and marketing strategies. 
 
 
English Courses 
 
Creative Writing (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  For many hundreds of years, literature has been one of the most important 
human art forms. It allows us to give voice to our emotions, create imaginary worlds, express ideas, 
and escape the confines of material reality. Through creative writing, we can come to better 
understand ourselves and our world. This semester course can provide you with a solid grounding in 
the writing process, from finding inspiration to building a basic story. Then, when you are ready to 
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go beyond the basics, learn more complicated literary techniques to create strange hybrid forms of 
poetry and prose. By the end of this course, you can better discover your creative thoughts and turn 
those ideas into fully realized pieces of creative writing. 
 
Journalism (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  Are you always the first one to know what’s going on at school or in your 
town? Maybe your Facebook or Instagram accounts are the reliable place for others to find the latest 
breaking news? If so, you are just the kind of person every online, print, and broadcast news outlet is 
searching for, and Journalism: Investigating the Truth is the perfect semester course for you! Learn 
how to write a lead that really “grabs” your readers, interview sources effectively, and write engaging 
news stories. You will explore the history of journalism and see how the modern world of social 
media can provide an excellent platform for news. Turn your writing, photography, and 
collaborative skills into an exciting and rewarding journalism career! 
 
Mythology and Folklore:  Legendary Tales (Grade 9-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  Since the beginning of time, people have gathered around fires to tell stories of 
angry gods, harrowing journeys, cunning animals, horrible beasts, and the mighty heroes who 
vanquished them. Mythology and folklore have provided a way for these colorful stories to spring to 
life for thousands of years and helped humans make sense of the world. Explore how these 
compelling tales continue to shape society even today. 
 
Public Speaking (Grade 9-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  Does the thought of speaking in front of people makes you break out in hives? 
Maybe you want tips on how to make that first great impression? In both cases, Public Speaking 1a: 
Introduction may be just what you need. In this course, you will learn from famous orators, like 
Aristotle and Cicero, understand the influence of rhetoric, and discover how to recognize bias, 
prejudice, and propaganda. You will also learn how to plan a speech, build an argument, and 
communicate effectively, while collaborating with others. Grab your notes and get ready to conquer 
public speaking! 
 
AP English Language and Composition (Grade 12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  AP® English Language and Composition teaches students how writers use 
language to create meaning. Students will read and analyze a variety of nonfiction genres, including 



     

 

43 

 

Albert Lea Online Academy 
Course Descriptions 

2021-22 School Year 
 

  

ALBERT LEA AREA SCHOOLS 
211 WEST RICHWAY DRIVE 
ALBERT LEA, MINNESOTA 56007 

essays, journalism articles, political writings, science writings, nature writings, autobiographies, 
biographies, diaries, speeches, history writings, and criticisms. CR2 The primary focus is on writing 
evidence-based analytical, synthesis, and argument essays and analyzing the rhetorical choices of a 
wide range of nonfiction writers. CR1 In addition to analyzing written texts, students will also study 
visual rhetoric such as photographs, advertisements, and political cartoons. As stated in the AP 
English Language and Composition Course Description, students learn to “evaluate, synthesize, and 
cite research to support their arguments . . . [and] read and analyze rhetorical elements and their 
effects in nonfiction texts.” Students learn critical reading and writing skills, which are honed by the 
close reading, writing, and revising of original essays.  
 
This content is presented in an online course through which students view lectures from 
experienced, highly qualified instructors; access nonfiction rhetoric (written and visual); and practice 
close reading and writing skills. Students are provided with continual feedback from instructors via 
phone, instant messages, emails, discussion threads, and live chats, as well as written feedback on 
their assignments. In addition to scaffolded learning focused on the big ideas of the course, each 
unit includes a lesson focused on test-taking skills designed to help students be successful on the AP 
Language and Composition exam. 
 
 
Family & Consumer Science Courses 
 
Family & Consumer Science* (Semester) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  Family & Consumer Science prepares students with a variety of skills for 
independent or family living. Topics covered include child care, home maintenance, food 
preparation, money management, medical management, clothing care, and more.  They also focus 
on household, personal, and consumer health and safety. In addition, students learn goal setting and 
decision-making skills, as well as explore possible career options.   
 
Intro to Culinary Arts 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 
 
Course Description:  Food, glorious food! It both nourishes and satisfies us, and it brings people 
together through preparation, enjoyment, and celebration. If you’ve ever wanted to learn more about 
cuisine and how your creativity and appreciation can be expressed by preparing food, Introduction 
to Culinary Arts is perfect for you. Learn the fundamentals of a working kitchen, and explore what it 
takes to develop real talent as a chef. Enhance your knowledge of the endless varieties of food, and 
discover the possibilities that the many spices can bring. Learning more about food preparation will 
certainly make everything you prepare taste better while giving you the ability to bring people 
together through the joy of eating.  Required Materials include A digital camera or camera 
phone and food supplies for multiple lessons. 
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Mathematics Courses 
 
Pre-Calculus 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra II 
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Designed to follow Algebra II, this rigorous full-year course builds upon 
students understanding of various aspects of functions: graphing, composition, inverses, modeling, 
systems, and inequalities. Students expand their knowledge of trigonometric functions to include 
graphs of reciprocal functions, and they apply trigonometry to a variety of real-world problems. 
Students prove trigonometric identities and use them to solve equations. Throughout the course 
students make connections between geometry and algebra as they: use graphs to solve polynomial, 
rational, exponential, and logarithmic inequalities; perform operations with complex numbers and 
vectors; use coordinate algebra to derive equations of ellipses and hyperbolas; and find limits of 
functions. The standards of mathematical practice are embedded throughout the course as students 
apply mathematical concepts in modeling situations, make sense of problem situations, solve novel 
problems, reason abstractly, and think critically.  
 
Trigonometry (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra II  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  In this one-semester course, students use their geometry and algebra skills to 
begin their study of trigonometry. Students will be required to express understanding using 
qualitative, quantitative, algebraic, and graphing skills. This course begins with a quick overview of 
right triangle relationships before introducing trigonometric functions and their applications. 
Students explore angles and radian measures, circular trigonometry, and the unit circle. Students 
extend their understanding to trigonometric graphs, including the effects of translations and the 
inverses of trigonometric functions. Next, students explore trigonometric identities and applications. 
Students then work with complex numbers and the polar coordinate system. The course ends with 
an introduction to vectors and conic sections. 
 
Statistics (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra II  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This rigorous full-year course engages students in the study of statistics. The 
course covers statistical concepts and includes interactive activities and projects that encourage 
higher-order thinking skills. Major topics of study include exploring one- and two-variable data, 
sampling, experimentation, probability, sampling distributions, and statistical inference. These topics 
are organized into three big ideas: variation and distribution, patterns and uncertainty, and data-
based predictions, decisions, and conclusions. 
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AP Calculus 
Prerequisite Courses: Pre-Calculus  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  AP® Calculus AB is a yearlong, college-level course designed to prepare 
students for the Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus AB exam. Major topics of study in this full-year 
course include a review of precalculus; the use of limits, derivatives, definite integrals, and 
mathematical modeling of differential equations; and the applications of these concepts. Emphasis is 
placed on the use of technology to solve problems and draw conclusions. The course uses a multi-
representative approach to calculus, with concepts and problems expressed numerically, graphically, 
verbally, and analytically. This course is aligned to the new College Board AP Calculus AB course 
description that was introduced in 2016. 
 
 
Music Courses 
 
Music Appreciation 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Have you ever heard a piece of music that made you want to get up and dance? 
Cry your heart out? Sing at the top of your lungs? Whether pop, classical, or anything in between, 
music provides a powerful way for people to celebrate their humanity and connect with something 
larger than themselves. Music Appreciation: The Enjoyment of Listening not only will provide a 
historical perspective on music from the Middle Ages to the 21st century, but it will also teach you 
the essentials of how to listen and really hear (with a knowledgeable ear) the different music that’s all 
around you. Learning how to truly appreciate sound and melody is the best way to ensure a 
continued love of this delightful art form 
 
 
Science Courses 
 
Chemistry (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This rigorous full-year course engages students in the study of the 
composition, properties, changes, and interactions of matter. The course covers the basic concepts 
of chemistry and includes virtual laboratory experiments that encourage higher-order thinking 
applications. There is also a wet lab component for each of these labs. The components of this 
course include the composition and properties of matter, changes and interactions of matter, organic 
chemistry, and nuclear chemistry. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason 
abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
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Forensic Science (Semester) (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Fingerprints. Blood spatters. Gunshot residue. If these things intrigue you 
rather than scare you, Forensic Science I: Secrets of the Dead may be for you. This course offers 
you the chance to dive into the riveting job of crime scene analysis. Learn the techniques and 
practices applied during a crime scene investigation and how clues and data are recorded and 
preserved. You will better understand how forensic science applies technology to make discoveries 
and bring criminals to justice as you follow the entire forensic process—from pursuing the evidence 
trail to taking the findings to trial. By careful examination of the crime scene elements, even the 
most heinous crimes can be solved. 
 
Physics (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Algebra  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This full-year course focuses on traditional concepts in physics, and encourages 
exploration of new discoveries in this field of science. The course includes an overview of scientific 
principles and procedures, and leads students toward a clearer understanding of motion, energy, 
electricity, magnetism, and the laws that govern the physical universe. As students refine and expand 
their understanding of physics, they will apply their knowledge in experiments that require them to 
ask questions and create hypotheses. Throughout the course, students solve problems, reason 
abstractly, and learn to think critically. 
 
Anatomy (Grade 10-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None 
Credits: 1.0 
 
In this course students will explore the anatomy or structure of the human body.  In addition to 
learning anatomical terminology, students will study and the main systems of the body-- 
including integumentary, skeletal, muscular, circulatory, respiratory, digestive, reproductive, and 
nervous systems.  In addition to identifying the bones, muscles, and organs, students will study the 
structure of cells and tissues within the body. 
 
Astronomy (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None 
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Follow your enthusiasm for space by introducing yourself to the study of 
astronomy. This course will include topics such as astronomy’s history and development, basic 
scientific laws of motion and gravity, the concepts of modern astronomy, and the methods used by 
astronomers to learn more about the universe. Further knowledge is gained through the study of 
galaxies, stars, and the origin of the universe. 
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AP Biology (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: Biology, Chemistry (or concurrent with Chemistry) 
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  Edgenuity AP® Biology is a nine-unit, college-level biology course that 
engages students in the study of evolution, energetics, information storage and transmission, and 
systems interactions. This yearlong course covers the advanced concepts of biology and features 
interactive or hands-on experiences, such as projects and laboratory investigations, that encourage 
inquiry and higher-order thinking applications. The concepts of this course include biochemistry, 
cells, enzymes, metabolism, cell communication, cell cycle, heredity, gene expression, evolution, 
genetic diversity, and ecology. The course is designed to prepare students to take the College Board 
AP Biology exam. 
 
This course was designed to prepare students for college-level biology. It revolves around four big 
ideas and the enduring conceptual understandings and the essential knowledge that supports them. 
Embedded in the course are tasks and activities that give students opportunities to develop and 
apply science practices that can be used for inquiry-based learning which help deepen student 
understanding and higher-order thinking. Inquiry-based tasks and activities allow students to 
connect conceptual knowledge to real-world scenarios. 
 
 
Social Studies Courses 
 
Psychology (Grade 12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  This two-semester course introduces high school students to the study of 
psychology and helps them master fundamental concepts in research, theory, and human behavior. 
Students analyze human growth, learning, personality, and behavior from the perspective of major 
theories within psychology, including the biological, psychosocial, and cognitive perspectives. From 
a psychological point of view, students investigate the nature of being human as they build a 
comprehensive understanding of traditional psychological concepts and contemporary perspectives 
in the field. Course components include an introduction to the history, perspectives, and research of 
psychology; an understanding of topics such as the biological aspects of psychology, learning, and 
cognitive development; the stages of human development; aspects of personality and intelligence; 
the classification and treatment of psychological disorders; and psychological aspects of social 
interactions. 
 
Sociology (Grade 11-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Providing insight into the human dynamics of our diverse society, this is an 
engaging one-semester course that delves into the fundamental concepts of sociology. This 
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interactive course, designed for high school students, covers cultural diversity and conformity, basic 
structures of society, individuals and socialization, stages of human development as they relate to 
sociology, deviance from social norms, social stratification, racial and ethnic interactions, gender 
roles, family structure, the economic and political aspects of sociology, the sociology of public 
institutions, and collective human behavior, both historically and in modern times. 
 
Criminology (Grade 9-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Understanding the criminal mind is not easy. Why do certain people commit 
horrible acts? Can we ever begin to understand their reasoning and motivation? Perhaps. In 
Criminology: Inside the Criminal Mind, you will be given the rare opportunity to climb inside the 
mind of a criminal and examine the ideas and motivations at work. The mental state of a criminal 
can be affected by many different aspects of life—psychological, biological, sociological—all of 
which have differing perspectives and influences. You will investigate not only how these variables 
affect the criminal mind but also how the criminal justice system remains committed to upholding 
the law through diligence and an uncompromising process. 
 
History of the Holocaust (Grade 9-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  “Never shall I forget that night, the first night in camp, which has turned my 
life into one long night, seven times cursed and seven times sealed.” Elie Wiesel, a Holocaust 
survivor, wrote these words about his experiences in a Nazi concentration camp. History of the 
Holocaust will take you through the harrowing details of anti-Semitism, the power of the Nazi party, 
the persecution of European Jews and other groups, and the tremendous aftermath for everyone 
involved in World War II. You’ll explore the causes of the Holocaust, the experiences of Jews and 
other individuals during this time, and what has been done to combat genocide since WWII. “For 
the dead and the living, we must bear witness.” 
 
Law & Order (Grade 9-12) 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0  
 
Course Description:  Imagine if there were no laws and people could do anything they wanted. It’s 
safe to say the world would be a pretty chaotic place! Every society needs some form of regulation 
to ensure peace in our daily lives and in the broader areas of business, family disputes, traffic 
violations, and the protection of children. Laws are essential to preserving our way of life and must 
be established and upheld in everyone’s best interest. In Law and Order: Introduction to Legal 
Studies, you’ll delve deeper into the importance of laws and consider how their application affects us 
as individuals and communities. Through understanding the court system and how laws are actually 
enacted, you will learn to appreciate the larger legal process and how it safeguards us all. 
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AP Human Geography 
Prerequisite Courses: 10th grade students must demonstrate a B+ or above average in the Advanced 
World History I course and have a 3.3 cumulative GPA  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  AP® Human Geography is a yearlong college-level course designed to prepare 
students for the Advanced Placement (AP) Human Geography Exam. The course focuses on the 
study of human populations and their interaction with one another, as well as with the physical and 
built environments. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, free-response 
writing, and research. Students will demonstrate that they can understand and implement skills via 
written work, project-based activities, and assessments. 
 
AP Psychology 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0  
 
Course Description:  The AP Psychology course introduces students to the scientific study of the 
behaviors and mental processes of human beings. Students will study a wide range of topics, 
including the history and approaches of psychology, research methods, behavior and learning, 
personality, and abnormal behavior and its treatment. Over the course of study, students will create 
a biography book detailing the contributions of important figures in the field. In addition, students 
will be exposed to a wide variety of activities, readings, and research studies during the course. 
 
 
Work-Based Learning Courses: 
 
Career Explorations 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 or 2.0 
 
Course Description:  This full-year course prepares high school students to make informed decisions 
about their future academic and occupational goals. Through direct instruction, interactive skills 
demonstrations, and practice assignments, students learn how to assess their own skills and interests, 
explore industry clusters and pathways, and develop plans for career and academic development. 
This course is designed to provide flexibility for students; any number of units can be selected to 
comprise a course that meets the specific needs of each student’s skills and interests. 
 
College and Career Readiness 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 1.0 or 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Now, more than ever, students are told they must be prepared for higher 
education or a career in a skilled profession. Gone are the days when the goal of a high school 
graduate was to enter a traditional four-year college program. In its place are several different 
pathways that a graduate can take to successfully enter the workforce.  
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This course introduces students to a variety of educational and vocational opportunities and helps 
them identify which pathway will help them reach their goals. The content in this course provides 
instruction on skills essential for students preparing for college and/or a career, including: how to 
build an effective resume, how to groom and dress in the workplace, the power of networking and 
how to develop disciplines that lead to success.  
 
Why have 21st-century skills become such a focus for educators, parents and employers? The global 
economy is rapidly changing, and the educational experience cannot keep up with the pace of the 
demands in a competitive, knowledge-based, technology-driven society. Students must now develop 
a level of digital literacy that allows them to compete in an increasingly competitive market.  
 
For most students, developing values, beliefs, attitude, and social awareness are becoming just as 
important as developing academic abilities. To be college and career ready signifies that the student 
has developed the capacity to succeed in whatever they choose to do in life. 
 
 
World Language Courses 
 
French I 
Prerequisite Courses: none  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Students begin their introduction to French with fundamental building blocks 
in four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. 
The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive calendar view, which can be divided 
into two 90-day semesters. The course represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and 
online learning. Each week consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and 
grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and 
listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural 
presentations covering major French-speaking areas in Europe and across the globe. The course has 
been carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages). 
 
French II 
Prerequisite Courses: French I  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Students continue their introduction to French with fundamental building 
blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive calendar view, which can be 
divided into two 90-day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and 
online learning. Each week consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and 
grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and 
listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, cultural presentations covering 
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major French-speaking areas across the globe, and assessments. The course has been carefully 
aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages). 
 
French III 
Prerequisite Courses: French II  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  In this expanding engagement with French, students deepen their focus on 
four key skills in foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
writing. In addition, students read significant works of literature in French, and respond orally or in 
writing to these works. The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive calendar 
view, which can be divided into two 90- day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language 
learning pedagogy and online learning. Continuing the pattern, and building on what students 
encountered in the first two years, each week consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar 
concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening 
comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations 
covering major French-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas. The course has been carefully 
aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages). 
 
Spanish I 
Prerequisite Courses: None  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Students begin their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building blocks 
in four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. 
The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive calendar view, which can be divided 
into two 90-day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and online 
learning. Each week consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and grammar 
concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening 
comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations 
covering major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas. The course has been carefully 
aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages). 
 
Spanish II 
Prerequisite Courses: Spanish I  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  Students continue their introduction to Spanish with fundamental building 
blocks in four key areas of foreign language study: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
writing. The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive calendar view, which can be 
divided into two 90-day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language learning pedagogy and 
online learning. The course exemplifies a marriage of the best in language learning pedagogy and 
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online learning. Each week consists of an ongoing adventure story, a new vocabulary theme and 
grammar concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and 
listening comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, cultural presentations covering 
major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas, and assessments. The course has been 
carefully aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages). 
 
 
Spanish III 
Prerequisite Courses: Spanish II  
Credits: 2.0 
 
Course Description:  In this expanding engagement with Spanish, students deepen their focus on 
four key skills in foreign language acquisition: listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and 
writing. In addition, students read significant works of literature in Spanish, and respond orally or in 
writing to these works. The course consists of 180 lesson days formatted in an intuitive calendar 
view, which can be divided into two 90- day semesters and represents an ideal blend of language 
learning pedagogy and online learning. Continuing the pattern, and building on what students 
encountered in the first two years, each week consists of a new vocabulary theme and grammar 
concept, numerous interactive games reinforcing vocabulary and grammar, reading and listening 
comprehension activities, speaking and writing activities, and multimedia cultural presentations 
covering major Spanish-speaking areas in Europe and the Americas. The course has been carefully 
aligned to national standards as set forth by ACTFL (the American Council on the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages). 
 
 
 
Note:  Courses with an “*” will be taught by Edgenuity Staff. 
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Other Information 
 

Special Education Services:   
 
Special Education services are available as part of the Online Academy.  Upon 
enrollment, the student’s Individual Educational Plan (IEP) will be reviewed to 
determine the appropriate services the Online Academy can provide. 
 
 
Multiple Language Learner (EL) Services: 
 
Multiple Language Learner services are available as part of the Online Academy.  
Upon enrollment, the student’s Proficiency Levels will be reviewed to determine the 
appropriate services the Online Academy can provide. 
 
 
NCAA Eligibility Academic Requirements and Qualifying Courses: 
 
Students who are considering participating in a sport at a Division I or Division II 
college/university must register with the NCAA Eligibility Center and meet specific 
academic requirements.  Please contact the school counselor if you would like more 
information. 
 
 

 
 

GO Tigers! 


